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WHEN HEAVEN BINDS 
ABC and M BS Networks 
By E. R. HARPER 
Sermon No. 453 October 2, 1960 
Thank you and greetin gs friends from across the nation and the 
lands far away from us. It is good to visit with you again today after 
three months away from you as you sit in your homes, ride along in 
your car s, fly through th e air, or maybe in hospitals or wherever you 
are. Writ e us today for we appreciate your letters. Let me thank each 
of you and the many congregations who have had, and who are now hav-
ing, fellowship with us in this program of reaching the millions by radio 
and television . Without you we could never accomplish this great work 
for our Lord. Working together as the family of God we can accomplish 
so much in our Master's vineyard . May God bless and keep you is our 
prayer. 
Not often do I read letters or excerpts from them but I have one 
that I would love to read to you that I received from a listener May 15 
of this year. "O how I thank God for sending your radio program my 
way and the wonderful little books that we have received from the 
church of Christ. You know we always thought we were pretty good 
Christians but I guess we were just sleeping Christians, for our eyes 
were sure opened; my husband's and mine." The:n she says, "But I 
asked God to show me the true way and to show me the true church. 
Well, my prayers were answered, for my husband and I were baptized. 
We repented and were baptized last night in Groton, Connecticut, by 
Brother Gary Freeman." Then she adds, "There is no undenominatio:aal 
church of Christ near us, so we are going to begin worship in our borne 
and will you please pray with us that others will open their eyes and 
wake up as we did before it is too late, for we know not what time we 
may be called." My good friends why not do as these good people ha ve 
done, repent and be baptized as commanded in Acts 2: 38 and let the 
Lord add you to His church as He did those of Acts, chapter two, verse 
47? Do as did this good man and his wife, start the church in your 
community. 
Today, I am discussing with you the subject announced. "When 
Heaven Binds ." The setting for this lesson is taken from Matthew 
16: 18-20 where Christ said to Peter, "Thou art Peter and upon this 
rock I will build my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven 
and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." Then 
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He charges them they should "tell no man that he was Jesus the 
Christ." In this statement is to be . found the key to unlock all our 
quibbles concerning the things bound upon man in the Christian dis-
pensation. It likewise answers the question concerning the things 
loosed or from which man has been freed. Christ has promised to bind 
in heaven "whatsoever" Peter binds on earth. This is not to be mis-
understood as though Peter alone had the right to bind, for Christ said 
in Matthew 18: 18, speaking to the disciples, "Verily I say unto you, 
Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and what-
soever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven ." To argue 
that Christ conferred upon Peter, in Matthew 16:18-19, "keys" making 
him the sole authority as earthly head of the church, to bind his orders 
upon the church or upon the world, is foreign to that which was meant 
by Christ as is shown here in Matthew 18: 18, for in this passage all 
were given that promise. They did not have to consult Peter, for each 
was to be governed by the Holy Spirit. In John 14:26, speaking to His 
disciples, not just to Peter, He says "But the Comforter, which is the 
Holy Spirit , whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach 
you all things, and bring to your remebrance whatsoever I have said 
unto you." Again, that you may know that these apostles of our Lord 
were to be directed from heaven as to what they were to "bind and 
loose" on earth, I read to you our Savior's words in John 16:13-14. 
Here Christ says, "Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth is come, he 
shall guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but 
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak; and he will show you 
things to come." From this, it is easily seen that Peter was not given 
sole authority over the other apostles, that not he only should "bind 
and loose on earth"; not that he alone was God's official voice on earth 
to the church. That you may know our Lord meant not here to exalt 
one of His apostles above another; that you may know even today He 
does not elevate one Christian above another, I read to you from His own 
words recorded in Matthew 20:25-27. Here Christ said to His apostles, 
"Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, 
and they that are great exercise authority upon them. But it shall not be 
so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your 
minister; and whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your serv-
ant." You will notice here that Christ says the chief among them was not 
their "Lord and Master,'' was not their "King of kings" with power to 
bind his will upon them. He was not declared to be their "Chief" by a 
majority vote of uninspired men, deciding after balloting day and night 
that a certain one of their number should be elevated above all others, 
to be honored above all as their Lord, their Master, their head, posses-
sing infallible wisdom, with power to speak without mistakes. This 
was not the "binding and loosing" promised by our Lord to Peter in 
Matthew 16:19. This I want us to understand, for we shall find what was 
"bound" upon them by these men of God. 
That you may further know that Peter was not elevated by this 
promise above all the others present then, and those later added to 
the list of apostles, I quote you Paul's statement found in Galatians 
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2:6,7,9-"0f those who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, 
it make th no matter to me: God accepteth no man's person:) for they 
who seemed to be something in conference added nothing to me: But 
contrary wise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was 
committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter ... 
And when James, Cephas, and John, w!:::.o seemed to be pillars, perceived 
the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the 
right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and 
they unto the circumcision." Here we see that Peter had not been 
elevated by this promise made ~o him by the Lord in Matthew 16: 15 
to a place of universal lordship over the other apostles and all the 
world, with authority to make all peoples religious and political bow to 
His infallible mandates for unto Paul had been committed the preach-
ing of the gospel to the Gentiles, called here heathen, and that without 
having to consult Peter at all. The Bible says of Peter, James and John, 
they "seemed to be pillars." Do you notice the expression,"who seem<>d 
to be pillars"? It did not say they were "heads of the church," nor did 
it say Peter was the sole "infallible voice" of the church. It said he 
seemed, yes seemed, along with James and John, to be a "pillar" in the 
church and that is everything other than its supreme, infallible head 
and dictator. 
Another thing in this chapter that throws considerable light on the 
extent to which the Lord meant to give Peter the power to "bind and 
lose" as may be claimed, from Matthew 16: 19, is found in Galatians 2, 
verses 11-14. Here your Bible records Paul as saying, "But when Peter 
was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be 
blamed." (The infallible head to be blamed? who would dare?) "For 
before certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when 
they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them 
which were of the circumcision. And likewise the other Jews dissembled 
with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their 
dissimulation." But one might say, Brother Harper, this has to do only 
with his personal practices and neither Peter nor those who might 
claim to be his successors, claim infallibility in such matters. Listen 
now to the next verse. There can be many reasons given for the next 
verse but one I must believe was intended to stand out above all others .. 
This proves that Peter was not the infallible head for here Paul called! 
him to task over a vital practice in doctrine. It reads, "But when I saw 
that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I 
said unto Peter before them all, if thou, being a Jew, livest after the 
manner of the Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou 
the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?" No, Christ did not confer upon 
Peter in the text of our lesson today, Matthew 16:19, th,i power over all 
other apostles; nor did He confer upon him infallibility save as Peter 
spake, directed personally by the Holy Spirit. But this .same power of 
infallibility, he conferred upon all the apostles when and only when 
they spake as they were "moved by the Holy Spirit." Hence, the proper 
understanding of the "binding and loosing" of Matthew 16: 18-20 is very 
~tl ' 
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Last, that we may know Christ in His revelation to His apostles, 
concerning the great things soon to come upon them, did not mean to 
elevate Peter above other men as their earthly head, as their earthly 
Lord, as their earthly master, that He did not mean to confer upon 
him such power to bind men, I now read to you from the Bible words re-
corded in Acts 10: 24-26: "And Cornelius waited for them, and had called 
together his kinsmen and near friends. And as Peter was coming in, Cor-
nelius met him, and fell down at his feet and (now listen to this care-
fully) and worshippd him ." Now hear Peter's reaction to m 0n falling 
down at his feet and worshiping him. The next verse says, "But Peter 
took him up, saying, Stand up; I myself also am a man." God had not 
in Matthew 16: 18-19 conferred upon him the title "Vicar of Christ"; nor 
bad He told Peter that he was to over all !'1en, all kings, all the church-
-es, for Peter, many years after Matthew 16: 18-19, refuses to allow men 
to fall at his feet and worship him, declaring "I myself also am a man." 
He did not claim that Christ had made him "King of kings"; "Lord of 
lords"; "ruler of the world"; "vicar of Christ"; that all men, nations, 
and churches should bow before him. No such was intended in the 
expression we are studying in these lessons from Matthew 16: 19 on 
the subject "When Heaven Binds." It is "Heaven Biading" through the 
revelation of the Spirit. This "binding and loosing" is not that of church 
tradition s decided upon by men, centuries after the revelations of the 
Holy Spirit. These traditions and council decisions contradict the one 
the other many times. The infallible revelations of the Spirit do no 
such, they blend beautifully with each other, though given by different 
men over centuries of time. It is these revelations by the Spirit, penned 
upon the pages of your Bible that have been bound in heaven and to 
them men must give due reverence in humble submission. This is the 
one great lesson the world must learn before that which is bcund in 
heaven can become a blessing to mankind. This learned, believ ed, a :1d 
respected in humble obedience to heaven's commands, and our w o:·l u 
suddenly finds itself at peace. 
In this verse is also found the expression, "keys of the kin gdom of 
heaven." There must be some meaning of the expression "k eys." For 
this meaning we shall let the Bible be its own interperter. In Isaiah 22: 
22 we read, "And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his 
shoulders; so he shall open, and no man shall shut; and he shall shut, 
and no man shall open." To see that this also applies today as then, we 
a·ead Revelation 3: 7. Here we find almost word for the same statement 
regarding Christ, where it says, "He that hath the key of David, he 
•openeth and no man shutteth; and shutteth and no man openeth." In 
Revelation 1: 18, Christ speaking says , "I am he that liveth and was 
dead; and behold I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of 
hell and of death." From this it is easily seen that Christ simply meant 
that He would give to Peter the right, or the power, the authority to 
announce the terms of admission into His kingdom, into His church, 
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with the assur a nce that whatsoever He bound on earth would be bound 
in heaven. Now, "When Heav en Binds," th ere is no releasing by man . 
This we must learn. This was lit erally fulfilled by Peter when he, in 
Acts chap t er 2, used the "keys of the kingdom of heaven" to unlock 
the doors of admission to the Jews into the kingdom of heaven, into the 
church of the L ord. And in Acts, chapter 10, when he preached this same 
gospel to the Gentil es, announcing to them these same terms of admis-
sion into t he hou se of the Lord. Guided as Pet er was by divine guidance 
in Acts, chap t ers 2 and 10, God bound it in heaven . You will remember 
that Christ said in Matth ew 19 : 6, "What th erefore God hath joined to-
gether, let not man put asunder." Now this applies not only to marriage, 
but to everything that God has joined, that God has bound. Man cannot 
"put asunder " anything "bound in heaven" without bringing down upon 
him the wrath and judgments of God. Man has not the right to unloose 
that which God has bound and He promised to bind that delivered by 
P ete r in Act s, chapter 2. 
"'\'le shell lea rn in our di scus sion of this great lesson that Christ 
gave to a ll th e apostles , not ju s t to Peter, His Great Commission which 
was to b e pr eached to all nations , to every creature in all the world, 
Matthew 28 :18-20 and Mark 16:15-16, promising to be with them to the 
end of the world, ONLY if they "taught them to observe all things 
whatsoever he had commanded them", Matthew 28: 20. Now in His 
Great Commission to all the world, the apostles were to command the 
people to believe, Mark 16: 16; to repent of their sins, Luke 24: 46; and 
to be "baptized into the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit," with this promise, "He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved," Matthew 28: 18-20; Mark 16: 15-16. Remember Christ 
declared that "Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven." Peter and the apostles were commanded by this same 
Christ to preach the things contained in His Great Commission to every 
creature in all the world. Therefore we are forced to conclude that 
the se commands and obligations are now bound in heaven and, being 
bound there , no man possesses the power to loose them, for what 
heaven binds and what heaven looses, no man can loose and no man 
can bind. Heaven's authority is not playing with man. Heaven means 
business or heaven would never have spoken, would never have bound. 
Councils, conventions, societies, all need to learn this great lesson that 
no power binds but heaven and no power looses but heaven and that 
heaven has sealed the revelation of these inspired men and no group 
or groups of men today have heaven's authority to change God's laws; 
not one of them. When heaven binds, man cannot loose. 
May the Lord bless you and help you to obey the Lord's commands 
and trust Him for His promises is my prayer for you in our Master's 
name. Come today believing in your blessed Lord, repenting of your 
sins as commanded by Him, and be baptized in obedience to Him who 
gave the command of baptism, for that which our Lord commanded has 
been bound in heaven upon all m en. Yes, when heaven binds, man can-
not loose, man must obey. 
NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
Radio Sermon No. 454 
ABC and MBS Networks 
By E. R. HARPER 
October 9, 1960 
Thank you and greetings, friends from around the world. 
Today I am discussing with you the subject "NO DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN" found in Acts 15: 9, where your Bible reads, "And put no 
difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith ." This 
was a part of Peter's address before the meeting of the apostles, el~ers, 
members of the church in Jerusalem and the brethren sent from Ant10c.1 
for the purpos e of settling the contention that had arisen over circ~m-
cision. Beginning with verse 7, reading through verse 11, your Bible 
says, "Peter rose up and said unto them, men and brethren, ye. know 
t hat a good while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by 
my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe. And God, 
which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy 
Ghost, even as he did unto us; and put no difference between us and 
them, purifying their hearts by faith. Now therefore why tempt ye 
God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our 
fathers nor we were able to bear? But we believe that through the 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, we shall be saved, even as they." In 
t his we see plainly that God had given Peter the right to introduce the 
gospel of Christ unto the Gentiles that they also might believe and be 
saved. Another thing we find here that is of vital significance is that 
both Jew and Gentile are saved exactly alike, with them there is "No 
Difference Between." It is now encumbent upon us to find what Peter 
pr eached to the Jews and what he preached to the Gentiles. It must be 
t he same, it can't be different . This being true there need be no highly 
speculative theory or theories of how God, in some miracul ous manner, 
yet in the future, is going to save Israel another way by returnin g them 
to Jerusalem. Here it is plainly stated that God put NO difference be-
tween the Jew and the Gentile and that the Jew shall be saved "even 
as they" - the Gentiles, verses 9-11. That this is true we know from 
Paul's statement found in Ephesians 2: 16, where your Bible says in 
speaking of the death of Christ and the abolishing of the law of com-
mandments contained in ordinances, that all this happened "That he 
might reconcile BOTH - that is Jew and Gentile - unto God IN ONE 
BODY (the Church) by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby." 
This same apostle, as is recorded in I Corinthians 12: 13 says "For by 
one Spirit we are all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles, whether we be bond or free." 
One thing we have now established beyond successful refutation: 
The Jew and the Gentile shall be saved alike by the gospel of Christ; 
that in God's sight, your Bible being true, there is "No Difference 
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Between." Since therefore there is no difference, since Peter has 
been chosen to use the keys of the kingdom of heaven to introduce 
the gospel to both the Jews and the Gentiles, we must find out what 
he preached to them and then we shall have to obey the truths pre-
sented by Peter as he was directed to speak to them by the Holy 
Spirit. This therefore brings us back to our former lesson, "When 
Heaven Binds." 
Christ in Matthew 16: 19 said to Peter, "I will give unto thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven." This being true, then, whatsoever 
Peter preached to the Jews on Pentecost, and whatsoever he preached 
to the Gentiles as recorded in Acts, chapter 10, has been bound in 
heaven and no man can loose the obligations bound upon these 
occasions. This we must learn. That which he preached to them, God 
bound upon man for all time. You ask, How do we know Christ bound 
them for all time? In Matthew 28: 20, Christ said to His apOfltles, 
"Te achin g them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." My 
friends, let us find out the literal meaning of the expression, "Whatso-
ever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven ." This must be 
correctly understood if we are to enter the kingdom of heaven; if we 
are to become a member of His church, built by the Savior, promised 
in verse 18. If not a citizen of this kingdom, if not a member of this 
church , our labors are all in vain for your Bible says in Psalms 127: 1, 
"Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it." 
Paul, in I Timothy 3: 15, calls the church the "house of God." So long 
a s this truth lives, it do es make a vital difference what we are religious-
ly; for if the house, the church, to which we belong be not that one 
built by the Lord, we labor in vain, we are lost. So with this in mind 
you are able to se e why we preach as we do, believing that we are that 
church, that house, and that our labor is not in vain. It will be too late 
when we stand before God, if we find out we have been laboring in 
a house, a church, not built by the Lord. Here in Matthew 16:18 
Christ said, "I will build my church." It is "one," singular, not a 
plurality of churches, all differing, teaching conflicting doctrines all 
claiming to be from God. Such could not be . ' 
Dr . Joseph Henry Thayer, in his Greek Lexicon, says Deo, from 
which this expression comes, means "To bind, tie, fasten - place under 
obligation - to forbid, to prohibit, declare to be illicit." Dr. Thayer has 
for generations been one of the world's outstanding Greek scholars. 
Joseph S. Extel, in the Biblical Illustrator, a complete Treatise on the 
New Testament, says of "binding and loosing" in Matthew 16:19, that 
it means "to prohibit and to permit, to determine what was wrong and 
must not be done, and what was right and ought to be done." Now 
from these we find the complete signifi,cance attached to the meaning 
of our Lord's statement to Peter. In this we find that it means man is 
"tied, fastened, placed under obligation to do certain things" while at 
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the same time there are certain prohibitions, which prohibitions by 
their very nature tie, bind, and obligate man. With this in mind we 
are forced to the conclusion that man is obligat ed to do only what is 
commanded him by the apostles as they were guided by the Holy 
Spirit; never any private decisions of the apostles, nor decisions passed 
by a council, convention, synod, or conference of uninspired men bind 
man in the field of religion. This being true, then, we are 
confined to that which is written in our Bibles and bound by the decrees 
of heaven to obey them, if we are to be saved. Heaven gave no non-
essential decrees, heaven bound no meaningless acts upon man. When 
heaven speaks th at is the end of the matter. It is bound upon man and 
no man possesses the right to loose that which God has bound. Here is 
where our mistake has been made in the religious circies of today. Men, 
in human councils, conventions, and conferences, have dared to enact 
laws, to enforce laws, traditions, to loose laws of God, change God's 
ordinances for the convenience of man, without the authority of heaven 
demanding such changes. All such actions by men are forbidden, pro· 
l}ibited and from all such man is "loosed." The religious world must 
understand this if "Heaven's Binding" is to bless man, for whose good 
the Lord made these utterances in Matthew 16: 18-20. The apostle bound 
only the revelations given by the Spirit, John 16: 13. 
That we may find that which was bound in heaven, let us now 
hear the sermon delivered by Peter to the Jews, for the gospel was 
fir st to be preached to Israel and then to the Gentiles. In Acts 3: 26 
Peter said, "Unto you first God, having raised his Son Jesus, sent him 
to bless you, in tutning away every one of you from his iniquities," and 
in Acts 13: 46 your Bible says, "Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, 
and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first have been 
spoken to you; but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves 
unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles." From this we 
see clearly that the same gospel was to be preachd to both th Jews and 
the Gentiles and that both are to be saved exactly alike, by the gos-
pel of Christ. The first sermon ever delivered, in the name of Christ, 
was that sermon delivered by Peter, in Acts, chapter 2, on the day of 
Pentecost. What was that sermon? It was in the city of Jerusalem 
that this great event took place. Christ had commanded His apostles to 
tarry in Jerusalem until they were endued with power from on high, 
Luke 24: 46-49. They were "filled with the Holy Spirit" and began to 
speak as the "Spirit gave them utterance," verse 4. Here Peter begins 
to unfold to them the great lesson they were to learn and that needs 
to be learned today, namely, that all the hopes and dreams of the Old 
Testament, promised by their prophets, have now at this very time, be-
gun to be fulfilled. This was it! This was the time! Jews, devout men 
from every nation under heaven, had gathered there in fulfillment of the 
promise of God that the Jews would be, a remnant of them, gathered 
for this purpose, Romans 11: 5 and Joel 2: 32. This has already taken 
place. That this is true is further evidenced by Peter's statement found 
in verses 29-30, where your Bible says, "Men and brethren, let me freely 
speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, 
.. 
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asked of Paul. When this great man learned he was in error he did not 
and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit 
of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his 
throne; he seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ." 
In v ers e 33 your Bible declares that God had exalted Him, at that 
very time, at the right hand of God to sit and reign until His foes had 
became his footstool, verses 34-35. This Peter bound for all time and 
eternity. Christ declared it would also be bound in heaven. Heaven 
has bound, therefore, this great truth that Christ was at that time, 
and is now, on David's throne as promised by Nathan to David in II 
Samuel 7: 12-14, from which Peter quoted in this announcement of this 
vital truth. The binding of this truth forever destroys every argument 
that can be made that Christ is not now on David's throne and will not 
be until His second coming. It destroys the doctrine that the throne 
of David upon which Christ was to sit is an earthly throne in Jerusalem . 
It for eve r binds the truth that this throne is a spiritual throne, with 
Christ sitting on that throne in heaven, not in literal Jerusalem. These 
truths are bound in heaven for they were delivered by Peter with that 
promi se from Christ. This being true, no man can loose them. This 
is vital to our salvation today! 
In this sermon Peter declared that Christ was risen and that 
the y had see n Him after His resurrection, verses 23 and 24. The 
fulfillm ent of the prophecies and the resurrection of Christ from the 
dead were th e two great and vital truths that Peter burned deep into 
the ir h ea rts a s he addressed the crowd who "with wicked hands had 
crucified" th e Lord. R eme mber, these truths presented by Peter upon 
th is occas ion are bound in heaven and when "Heaven Binds" dare any 
man or cou ncil of men to undertake the loosing of those bound decrees? 
They are to last to the "end of the world," Matthew 28: 20. I now in-
vite your attention to the result of this great sermon delivered by 
P ete r. In verse 36 Peter said, "Th erefore let al! the house of Israel know 
assuredly, that God h ath m ad e that same -Jesus, whom ye have crucified, 
both Lo rd and Christ." H ere Peter bound for all time that this Jesus 
wh om they had crucified, was both "Lord and Christ." Lord means their 
ruler; Christ means the ,anointed, the accepted of God. This they now 
believed to be true. Listen now to the reaction of this first sermon ever 
deliv ere d in the name of, and by the autho rit y of, a risen Christ, who 
had been made both Lord and Christ, upon David's throne. Hear it 
my friends! Verse 37 says, "Now when they heard this, they were 
pricked to their hearts-that is convicted of their sins-and said unto 
Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we 
do?" Question: What was Peter's answer? Remember that this answer 
given by Peter is bound in heaven and no man dare loose what heaven 
bind s. Another thing, it is bound for all time, to the end of the world. 
Peter's answer to their question, as he speaks as the Spirit guides him, 
is as follows, "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift 
the Holy Ghost." Here is where our trouble comes in the religious 
,Page 10 NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
world, Peter's answer is bound in heaven. He commanded them to 
"repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins." Chri st had said to him, "I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven." By keys Christ meant the right, the 
power, to "open and no man could shut," to "close and no man should 
open." To him was given the ri gh t to announce the terms of admission 
into citizenship of the kingdom of hea ve n, into the church the Lord 
bui'lt. Christ pr omise d Peter that "whatso ever he bound on earth" 
would be "bound in heav en ." He bound rep en tanc e and bap tis m upon 
th e belie ver as conditions to be met if one sho uld enjoy remission of 
sins. Christ bound it in h ea ven. How dare any of u s poor mortals 
loose t hese @rders given by him to whom the keys were given? Re me m-
ber we foun d that this word means to "tie, to fast en, to place unde r 
obligati on ," to dete rmine wha t is right and ought to be done . To mis-
u nderstand what Peter obligated them to do, what he faste n ed on 
them, what they ought t o do, is a mental impo ssibility. Th ey we re 
tu "repent and be baptized every on e of th em." Your question to decide 
is ve ry sim ple. Hav e you obeyed heav en ·s orders given thro ugh Pet er 
as th e Sp ir it guided him ? The plea or cn urc hes of Chr ist is that which 
Peter t aug ht here in Acts 2. Verse 41 says, "T he n they that gladly 
rec eived his word we re bap t ized ." The number th at did this was abo ut 
thre e thousand . Verse 47 says , "And the Lord added to th e church daily 
such as shou ld be saved." To wh at church did the Lord add th em? To 
H is and His on ly. They were not divided. Th ey were "All toget h er ," 
verse 44. This we preach . It ca n't be wrong ! 
As I clos e we have now found th at Pe ter bound u pon th em fa ith 
in the resurrection of Christ, in His having been raised to "sit on 
Davi d's throne," th at He was "bot h Lord and Chri st," that men to be 
saved, to be added by the Lord to his church, had to repent and b e 
babtiz ed every one of them in the name of Jesus Christ for th e re-
mi ss ion of sins. All this "Heaven Bound." Man must not try to loose one 
single truth. 
We now know what we must do, for in our text today Peter said 
con cerning the Jew and the Gentile, "God put no differenc e between us 
and them, purifying th eir hearts by faith," and in verse 11 Peter de -
clared "We shall be saved, even as they." Ah, my friend, there is "No 
Difference Between" with God. Both the Jew and the Gentil e must 
rep ent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the r emission 
of sins. Yes , "When Heaven Binds," man dare not loose. There is "No 
Diff erence with God." All must be saved alike. My prayer in Christ's 
name is that you may do what heaven has bound, and do it now, today. 
Be listening next week as I discuss the subject, "God No Respecter of 
Persons," Acts 10: 34. 
GOD NO RESPECTER OF PERSONS 
Sermon No. 455 
ABC and MBS Networks 
By E. R. HARPER 
Oct ober 16, 1960 
What a bles sin g it is to liv e in this free part of our world wher e 
we are not afraid, whe re we have fre edo m to worship God wit hout 
bein g molested. Christianity is the on ly sure saf eguard ag ain st such 
tyr ann ical powers , ei t her religious or po litical. Any power that would 
by force endeav or to coe rc e man into its way of life, or that would 
by force forb id man to worship God as tha t man se es prope r, is 
forei gn to the principles of Christ ian ity. Christianity do es not propo-
ga te its faith by the sword of any nation, it sprea ds and grows by 
con vi cting men of :cc.:n in their heart s. 
In Acts 10: 34-35 yo ur Bibl e say s "Th en Peter opene d his mouth , 
and said, "Of a truth I per ceiv e that God is no respect er of persons: 
but in ever y nation he th at 'fear eth Him and worketh r ightous ne ss, is ac-
cept ed with Him ." Here is a statement fraught w ith power , power of 
dyna mic st rengt h! H ere it is ev ide nt that God looks not upon the 
color of man 's skin, t hat He looks not u pon his st~tio n in lif e , nor 
his nati onali ty, whet h er h e is J ew or Gentile, as to his being accepted 
with G"d. God looks to see if man fears Hirn and if in thi s fear he 
workb ,lle ri ghteous n ess of God. Another thing , so long as th is verse 
rem ains a part of your Bible, man' s being acc epted with God dep ends 
partly on wh!!:t man does . There is no answer to this! Onl y that man 
wh o fears God and who works righ teo usne ss will God acc ept. You ask , 
What does it mean to work ri ghte ousness? The Ps almist David 
an sw ered this when he said in Psalms 119 : 172 "All thy comma nd men ts 
ar e righteousne ss ." No man can work righteousness wit hou t doin g 
the commands of God. Try, my friends, "doing right eousness " by 
doing absolut ely nothing. Again this verse for ev er destr oy s the idea 
th at God before the found ation of th e world selected a ce rta in num-
be r to be save d and all the rest are left out. This destroys the doctrin e 
th at man is born dead in sin and can't do anything to he saved or 
ac cept ed of God for here, to be accepted of God, man, not God , has 
to "fear God and work righteousn ess." That is man's ob ligat ion! Th e 
truths taught by churches of Chri st over the world, that ma n is a free -
moral agent, tha t is, possess the ability to obey God , t hat man 
has to obey God to be saved, and that this salvation is t o eve ry man 
on earth who will obey the Lord, is finding a ready re cep tio n in the 
h ear ts of men because it is reasonable, it is sensible and men can 
understand what we mean. By these great truths eve ry man can 
re ad ily see that he and his family may be saved, no matt er what his 
race or his status in life; whether rich or poor, bond or free . 
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Some man has said that God is no respecter of person, "no mat-
ter about hi11 creed." Now my friends. God cl•d not say that. It does 
matter about one's creed. If the cr .eea is wrong, man is still lost. 'fhis 
is vital to our soul's salvation. For instance Christ asked the question in 
Luke 6: 46, "Why call ye me Lord, Lord and do not the things which 
I say?" What Christ says is man's creed, nothing else is. In J ohn 
8: 32 Christ said, "you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free." God's truth is man 's cr eed. In John 17: 17 Christ sai d, 
"Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth." Man must be 
guided by the word of God. Anything else will damn his soul. That 
this is true we hear Paul saying as recorded in your Bible, Galati ans 
1:9: "If any man pr each any other go spel unto you th an that ye have 
received, let him be accursed." In verse 7, Paul says, "There be some 
that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ." Any cr eed 
not the word of God, not the gospel of Christ, is a perverted gospel and 
takes man aw ay from Christ for Paul says in verse 6, "I marvel t ha t 
ye are so soon remov ed from him that ca lled you into the gr ace of 
Christ unto another gospel." Last, may I quote your Bible to you , this 
time from Hebrews 5: 8-9 where it reads, "Thou gh he - Christ- was 
a Son, y et learn ed he obedien ce by the things which he suff e r ~d; 
and being made perfect, he be came the auth or of et ernal salv at 10n 
unto a ll them that ob ey him. " What do we obey in obeying Chr is t? 
Paul declar es it is the gosp el. Your Bible says in II Thessalo n ians 
1: 8-9 that God shall t ake "vengeance on them t hat know not God , ari d 
th at obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ." Yes, it doe s m ake 
a dif fer ence about man's creed. It must be the gospel of Chri st. 
Fri ends, are you sure what you have done r eligiou sly is not a pe r-
vert ed gosp el? Th a t it is the gos pel of Christ? 
One sou l-stirrin g truth found h er e is th a t "in every na tion ," n ot 
just in Am er ica, but "in every nation" he that feareth God "and wo r k et h 
righteousn ess, is accepted of him ." This is univers a l in it s invit ati on , 
its ap plication . God holds no nation, no race, no color above another. 
He lo oks upon the he art, not the skin , not the race, not the nation. 
He said in His Gre a t Commission, "Go teach all nation s," (Matt he w 
28: 18-20). He commanded them to "go into all th e world and pr each 
the gospel to every cr eature" (Mark 16: 15) , not just to ce rt a in on es 
sele cte d from the foundation of th e world, but to every cr ea ture. 
Th a t is why we are pleading with our brethr en as we do on behalf 
of this radio and television progrm, for by it millions he ar th e gosp el 
of Christ , both in our nation and in oth er n ations of the world . It 
should be doubled, certainly not one station should be dropped unless 
we have lost an interest in the souls that hear by that st a tion. H ere 
in our text Peter is laying down a truth so vital that it is stagg erin g 
when we understand the scope of its m eaning. It is to "every one " 
in "every nation." That this is tru e is further demonstrated by the 
Lord's all inclusive invitation found in Matthew 11: 28 where your 
Bible records the Lord saying, "Come unto me all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden and I will give you rest ." Come how many? All who 
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need His re st. No matter who you are today if you will come to 
Him, H e will give you thi s r est. He has promised that He is "no 
respecter of persons" and th a t "in every nation he that feareth Him 
and worketh r ighteou sn ess is accepted of Him." Predestination, fore-
ordination, unconditional salvation, nothing for man to do to be saved? 
Are these do ctrin es tru e as appli ed to individuals being saved? No, 
m y friends, a thous and times no! Here it is every nation, whosoever 
will. Let us th ank God that our God is no respecter of persons, that 
He looks upon the inward man, the heart of man, as that heart fears 
God and works the ri ghteousn es s of God. H er e your Bible says, "He 
of every nati on," "whosoever will ," and the man who DOES SOME-
THING - the righteousn ess of God." No answer can be given to refute 
the truths I have just given! Last, a s I pass from this part of Peter's 
declaration, I quote your Bible as found in Revelation 22: 17: "And 
th e Spirit and th e br ide - that is the church , good people - say 
come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him 
t ak e the water of life fre ely." God closed the Bible by showing He 
is "No respecter of persons," that His invitation is extend ed to all . 
Based upon these great truths there is but one conclusion to which we 
can rightfully come and that is that "All men are saved alike." God 
doe:. not dem and of you one thing and of me another. He demands 
of all the same. If not, He would be a respecter of persons. This is 
why every man must obey the gospel of Christ alike or be "punished 
wi th everlasting destruction from the presence of God and from the 
glory of his power," (II Thessalonians 1:9). That is why in Acts, chapter 
2, the three thousand all had to obey the same commands . Peter did 
not give two sets of commands . He did not give two contradictory 
answers. That is why Paul, when he was sent by the Lord to the 
Gentiles, did not give different systems by which they became Chris-
tians, members of the Lord's church. He gaye all the same answers. 
All did exactly the same thing. Since this was for "every nation," 
every creature in all the world, since God has decreed that this is 
to last "until the end of the world," then what they did back then, . 
und er the direction of these men, we shall have to do today. For, . 
remember , the text of our lesson says, "God is no respecter of persons,'~ 
an d your Bible is right. 
As I conclude this lesson today, I call to your attention the words 
of Peter, found in Acts 15: 11, where he is discussing the salvation of 
both Jew and Gentile. These are his words, "We believe that through 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we (the Jews) shall be saved, even 
as they,'' (the Gentiles). This being true, it is evident that Cornelius: 
and his Gentile family and kinsmen and friends will have to do exactly 
what the Jews did in Acts, chapter 2, for Peter was addressing them 
(Corneilus and friends) in the text of our lesson today, Acts 10:34-35. 
That this has to be true there can be no question, for in Acts 15: 7, 
Peter says, "God made choiee amoung us, that the Gentiles by my 
mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe." Since Peter 
opened the doors of admission into the church in Acts 2 to the Jews, 
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and has now been selected by Christ to t>rmg tms sam., sawauon to 
th e Gentil es, we must know that he preached the same gospel to each. 
Wh at t he J ews did in Ac t s, chapter 2, the Gentiles in Acts, chapt er 
10, shall h E ve ·to do. If not, th en God is a respecter of person; there is 
a diff er ence with God. We found that Peter in Acts 2 commanded the 
Je ws to be li eve in th e L~rdship of the resurr ec ted Christ, to r epent 
of the ir sins , and to be baptized in the name of the Lord for the remis-
s ion of sins . Since Pet er declared, in Acts 15, that God saves the 
J ew an d the Gentile alike, putting no diff eren ce between th em, 
t hen we sh all find that Corn elius and those gath ered with him had to 
be lieve in this same Christ, Acts 10: 43; that they repented of their 
si ns, Act s 11: 18; and that Peter, to whom was given the keys of the 
k in gdom of heaven with pow er to bind on ear th, commanded them 
to be "bapti zed in the name of the Lord," Acts 10: 48. Therefore, both 
t he Jews and the Gentiles believed in this re surrect ed Christ, both re-
pented of th eir sins, and both were baptized by the command of Peter . 
Chri st sa id "I will bind in heaven what you bind on e arth." Yes, Peter 
bound bapt ism also. Be li stening to my next les son as I shall give 
s tep by st ep, point by point, comm and ·by command, the two serm ons 
del ivere d in Acts 2 and Acts 10 by Peter, so there can be no mist ak e 
nn the tru ths of my lessons being presented to you. Write for th em 
a nd may the Lord bless you in seeing and ob eying the truth is my 
pra yer in His blessed name. 
Dear Breth ern : 
Columbus, Ohio 
Aug. 20, 1960 
Althou gh \1·c arc unable to hear or see your radio & TV pro-
gra ms, we know you are doing a good work. 
We app reciate the booklets that you send us each month with the 
.radio sermons in them. 
:Dear Bre thren: 
Sincerely, 
E. and M. P. 
September 12, 1960 
Sch enectedy 7, N. Y. 
I wa n t you to know how grateful we ar e for having the oppor-
:tun ity to hear the truth broadcast here in the North Atlantic . 
·May we h av e three copies in Italian of your Bible Correspondence 
·Course ? I would like to distribute them to my father and several 
f ri end s. I want to thank you again for this opportunity. 
In Christian love, 
J. w. 
P. S. If you need any financial ail'Sistance, I shall gladly be 
of h elp. 
.. 
THE HERALD OF TRUTH MAY BE HEARD 
OVER THESE ABC AND MBS STATIONS 
CITY STATION TIME 
ALABA MA 
An nist on . ..... WH MA 4:30 p.m. 
Auburn ...... WAUD 1:30 p.m. 
Bay Minette .. WBCA 12:30 p.m. 
Bir mingh am ... WTAV 8:30 a.m. 
Clan ton .... W KLF 
Deca tu r ....... WAJF 1:05 p.m . 
Dot ha n ....... .... WQOF 12 :30 p.m. 
Eufa ula .... WULA 4:35 p.m. 
Flom a ton . .. WTCB 8: 30 a.m. 
Flor enc e ........ WO W L 4:00 p.m . 
F oley .......... . WHEP 1:00 p.m. 
Geneva ........... W GEA 
Sylac ua ga ........ WFEB 4:35 p.m. 
Talladega .. WHTB 1: 00 p .m. 
(Sat.) 
Troy .. ... ....... : WTBF 4:35 p .m. 
Tu sca loosa .... WNP T 
ALASKA 
Fairbanks ..... . KFRB 8:30 a .m. 
Sitka .. . KIFW 9: 00 p.m. 
(Wed.) 
ARIZONA 
Flagstaff .......... KCLS 8:00 a.m. 
Sier r a Vista ... KHFH 1:30 p.m. 
ARKANSAS 
Berr yville ........ KTCN 7:45 a.m. 
Blythe ville ..... KLCN 8: 30 a.m. 
Camd en .......... KAMD 4:35 p.m. 
Cornin g ........ K CCB 1: 30 p.m. 
Fort Smith ... KFSA 9: 00 p.m. 
Jon es boro ..... .. KBTM 5:35 p.m. 
Littl e Rock .... KARK 5 :30 p.m. 
McGehee . ........ KVSA 9:00 a.m. 
Pre scott .......... KTPA 
CALIFORNIA 
Chico .. KPAY 7:35 a.m. 
Los Angeles .... KABC 3:30 p.m . 
N,eedles ...... KSFE 7:00 a.m. 
Paso Robles .... KPRL 5:35 p.m. 
Redding ........... KSDA 
San Diego .......... KGB 8 : 10 p.m. 
San Francisco .... KGO 3: 30 p.m. 
San Luis 
Obispo ........ KVEC 7: 35 p.m. 
Stockton ............ KWG 3: 30 p.m. 
CITY STATION TIME 
COLORADO 
Denv er ..... KOSI 8:00 a.m. 
CONNECTICUT 
Torrington .WTOR 5: 35 p .m. 
FLORIDA 
Fort Pierce .... WARN 7 :45 a.m . 
J acksonville .... WPDQ 8 :30 a.m. 
Miami .... ......... WMIE 5:30 p.m. 
Mil ton ............ WSRA 
New Smyrna 
Beach ........ WSBB 5 :35 p.m. 
Ta mpa ...... ..... WSUN 7:30 a .m. 
Vero Beach .... WTTB 
Winter Haven WSIR 6: 35 p.a. 
GEORGIA 






.. .... WGIG 
.... WBHF 
Ce lumbus ..... .. WPNX 
Cordele ........ WMJM 
Fitzgerald ...... WBHB 
Griffin .... ....... WKEU 
Hin es ville .... WGML 
La Grange ........ WLAG 
Mac on ............ WRPB 
Rome ....... WLAQ 
Thomson ........ WTWA 
Valdo sta ......... WGOV 
West Point ... WRLD 
IDAHO 
Albion ...... .. .... KMVC 
Burl ey ... KBAR 












8:30 a.m . 
i:3G p.m . 
li:35 p.m. 
(ED'I') 
1 :30 p.m. 
6:35 p.m. 
(EDT) 
7 :35 a.m. 
9:00 a .m. 
3: 25 P,!Il, 
7:15 p.m. 
6: 35 p.m., 
2:30 p.m. 
8 :00 a .m. 
1:30 p.m. 
9:00 a .m. 
s':00 a.m . 
Lafayette ........ W ASK 9: 35 a .m. 
North Vernon WOCH 8 :30 a.m. 
Vincennes ...... WAOV 5: 35 p.m. 
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IOWA 
Fort Dodge ..... KVFD 8 : 05 a.m. 
Sioux City ...... KSCJ 10: 30 p .m . 
KANSAS 
Goodland .... KBLR 5: 35 p.m . 
Saline ........ .. .. KSAL 7: 35 a.m. 
KENTUCKY 
Bowling 
Gr een ...... WKCT 1:30 p.m . 
Danville ..... .... WHIR 5: 35 p.m . 
Hender so n .... WSON 7: 00 a.m . 
Hopkin sville .. WKOA 7: 15 a .m. 
Ma disonville WFMW 6: 35 p.m . 
Ma yfield ..... .... WNGO 2: 30 p.m. 
Owensboro ...... WOMI 
Paducah ........ WPAD 8:30 a.m . 
Paintsville ........ WSIP 4:35 p.m . 
Pikeville .......... WPKE 6:35 p.m. 
Somerset .......... WSFC 4: 35 p.m. 
LOUISIANA 
Baton Rouge .. WYNK 1: 30 p.m. 
Bogalusa .......... WIKC 5:35 p.m. 
Lake Charles .. KLOU 
Shreveport ...... KRMD 1: 30 p.m. 
Winnfield ....... KVOL 8: 00 a.m. 
MARYLAND 
Hagerstown ...... WJEJ 2: 30 p.m. 
MICHIGAN 
Detroit .. WXYZ 8: 00 p .m. 
Esc a naba .. WDBC 
Flint ...... ......... WTRX 8:00 a.m. 
Ludington ...... WKLA 2:30 p.m. 
Muskegon .... WKBZ 6:30 p.m. 
MINNESOTA 
Eveleth . ..... ..... WEVE 5:35 p.m. 
Montevideo .... KDMA 
MISSISSIPPI 
Brookhaven .... WJMD 4: 3o p.m. 
Centerville .... WGLC 8:00 a.m. 
Greenwood ... WABG 4:30 p.m. 
Jackson .. . .. WJDZ 9:30 p.m. 
Laurel .......... ... WLAU 1:30 p.m. 
Natchez .. . ... WNAT 2:00 p.m. 
Vicksburg . ...... WQBC 5: 35 p.m. 
MISSOURI 
Cape Giradeau KFVS 7: 30 p .m. 
Dexter .. KDEX 
Kans a s City .. KCMO 8: 30 a.m . 
Rolla ...... KTTR 1: 00 p.m. 
St . Joseph ... .... KRES 6:35 p .m. 
St. Louis ..... KXEN 8: 30 a.m. 
MONTANA 
Anaconda ........ KANA 8:05 a .m. 
Bozeman ........ KBMN 7: 45 a .m. 
Lewist on .... KXLO 
NEBRASKA 
K earn ey ...... KGFW 8:05 a .m. 
Omah a ............ KOWH 
NEVADA 
Reno .............. .. KMEO 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Keene ..... WKNE 1:05 p .m. 
NEW MEXICO 
Artesia ..... ..KSVP 6: 35 p .m. 
NEW YORK 
Malone ................ WICY 6:35 p.m. 
(EDT) 
Massena .......... WMSA 7: 00 p .m. 
(Sat.) 
New York City WABC 2:30 p .m. 
Ogdensburg .... WELB 6:35 p.m. 
(EDT) 
NORTH CAROLINA 










..... W F MC 
.... WGEB 
ville ... ..WHKP 
Hickory ......... WHKY 
Lenoir ............... W JRI 
Mt .Airy . WSYD 
Reidsville .. WFRC 
(EDT) 
2:30 p .m. 
(EDT) 
2:30 p .m . 
1:00 p.m . 
2:30 p.m. 
2 : 30 p.m. 
6:35 p.m. 
(EDT) 
6:35 p.m . 
(EDT ) 
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Roanoke 
Rapid s ........ WCBT 6:35 p.m. 
(EDT) 
Salisbu ry ....... . WSAT 1:30 p.m. 
Wilson ... .... WGTM 6:35 p.m. 
NORTH DAKOTA 
Devils La k e .... KDLR 4:35 p.m. 
Grand Forks .... KILO 1: 00 p .m. 
OHIO 
Ironton ........... ... WIRO . 6: 35 p.m. 
(EDT) 
Toledo ....... . WTOL 9: 30 a .m . 
OKLAHOMA 
Ardmore ... ...... KVSO 1: 30 p.m. 
Enid .. ... . .. KCRC 6: 00 p.m. 
Oklahoma City KBYE 2: 00 p.m. 
Lawton .......... KSWO 9: 00 p.m. 
Poteau ............. . KLCO 1: 00 p .m . 
Tulsa ................ KTUL 8: 30 a.m . 
Wewoka ........ KWSH 1: 30 p.m. 
OREGON 
Astoria ... ..KAST 
Coquille .... .. KWRO 
Eugene .... ......... KASH 
Lake View ........ KQIK 
Portl and ...... KWJJ 
PENNSYLVANIA 
t'l:35 p .m. 
8:30 a.m . 
4:30 p.m. 
8:30 a .m . 
3:30 p.m . 
Coatesville ...... WCOJ 5: 30 p.m. 
Huntin gdon .... WHUN 
Johnstown ...... WCRO 8:00 a.m. 
Lo ck Haven .... WBPZ 6:35 p .m. 
Milton ............ WMLP 
Phillipsburg .. WPHB 9: 00 a .m. 
State College WMAJ 9: 00 a.m. 
(EDT) 
St. Mary's ........ WKBI t5: 35 p.m . 
Tyrone-
Altoona .... WTRN 7:35 a.m. 
Washington .... WJPA 8:35 a .m. 
Wellsboro ...... WNBT 6:35 p.m. 
(EDT) 
Wilk e s-Ba rre .. WILK 7 : 30 a .m. 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Benn ettsville .. WBSC 6: 35 p.m. 
Charl eston ...... WOKE 2: 30 p.m. 
Florenc e .......... W .' · r.x 8 : 00 p.m. 
Georgeto w n . .. -; , , · ,·N 6: 35 p.m . 
(EDT) 
H a rtsville . .. WHSC 6:35 p.m. 
R oc k Hill . ...... WRHI 6: 35 p.m. 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
Huron .. KIJV 5 : 35 p.m. 
Mit chell ......... KOR N 5: 35 p.m. 
Watertown .... KWAT 5: 30 p.m . 
TENNESSEE 
At hens ... WLAR 4: 35 p.m. 
Columbia ........ WKR M 1:30 p.m. 
Da y ton ............ WD NT 
F ayetteville .... WEKR 7: 00 p.m . 
Jackson ........ WTJS 1:30 p.rn. 
Johnson City .. WETB 8:05 a.m. 
Lebanon ...... ... KGAL 5: 00 p.m . 
Lexington .... WDXL 1: 00 p.m. 
Liv ingston ... WLIV 5: 35 p.m . 
Manchester .... . WHSR 
Morristown .... WCRK 9:35 p.m. 
Murfreesboro .. WGNS 
McMinnville .. WBMC 1: 30 p.m. 
Nashville ......... WSIX 7: 00 p.m. 
Oak Ridge ..... WOKE 9:00 a.m . 
Oneida .... WBNT 
TEXAS 
Abilene ...... KRBC 8: 15 a.m . 
Amarillo .......... KG N C 1:30 p.m. 
Bay City ......... . KIOX 5: 35 p.m. 
Bi g Spring ..... .. KBST 1: 30 p.m. 
Borger ... .. ... KH U Z 5 : 05 p.m . 
Brownwood .... KBWD 7 : 30 p.m. 
Cla rksville ........ KCAR 8: 30 a .m. 
Dallas .......... KSKY 2: 05 p.m. 
E a gle Pass ..... KEPS 
Freport ...... KBRZ 
Graham .......... KSWA 4: 30 p.m . 
Houston .. KXYZ 10: 05 p.m . 
Huntsville ........ KSAM 6: 00 p.m . 
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Littlefield ...... KZZN 
Longview .. KFRO 1:30 p.m . 
Midland .... KCRS 1:30 p .m. 
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SAVED ALIKE 
ABC and MBS Networks 
By E. R. HARPER 
Radio Sermon No. 456 October 23, 1960 
Having discussed with you, my friends, the subjects, "When 
Heaven Binds"; "No Difference With God"; and "God, No Respecter 
of Persons," I now shall discuss with you the subject, "Saved Alike." 
In this lesson it shall be my purpose to establish the fact that God, 
being no repecter of persons, gave to both the Jew and the Gentile, 
as taught in your New Testament, · the same law of pardon. I shall 
establish the fact that when Christ made the promise to Peter "Thou 
,art Peter and upon this rock I will build my church and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it and I will give unto thee the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shalt 
be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall 
be loosed in heaven" that in using the keys of the kingdom of heaven 
Peter bound on the Gentiles in Acts, chapter 10, the exact sermon, 
point by point, demand by demand, that he bound on the Jews in 
Jerusalem as recorded in Acts, chapter 2. This has to be true, else 
God would be a respecter of persons, having bound on the Jew one 
plan by which they are to be saved and another upon the Gentiles . 
Acts chapter 2, and Acts chapter 10 are the official records of the 
binding by Peter, the terms of salvation upon both alike. 
Hear the Words of Peter 
In Acts 15: 9, speaking of the Jew and the Gentile, Peter says that 
God "Put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts 
by faith" and then concludes by saying in verse 11, "But we believe 
that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, 
even as they." Therefore, my subject for today "Saved Alike." Another 
fundamental truth expressed here is that whatever the Jews and the 
Gentiles did in Acts chapter 2, and Acts, chapter HI, that is salvation 
by grace; that is the process by which all men, Jews and Gentiles 
alike, "purify their hearts by faith." This is "purification by faith." 
This we must learn, else we may find ourselves standing at the judge-
ment having accepted a perverted gospel, believing our hearts to 
have been "purified by faith" when as a matter of fact the heart in 
God's sight became corrupted by the error to which we submitted, and 
by our having accepted a perverted gospel we stand condemned in the 
last great day. That you may know this is true will you please read 
Galatians 1: 6-9; Luke 6: 46; Matthew 7: 21-22; II John, verses 9: 11. 
You may ask, Why do you not read it to us? I want you to read it, 
for then you will not forget it and it will make a profound impression 
on your heart. But this one thing I would have you remember that 
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what they did in Acts ch apter 2 and in Acts, chapter 10, that is sal-
vation by grace; it is' purification of the heart by faith, a°:d :°othing 
else is or can be. Your Bible is right. We shall now see if it were 
done by "faith only" before and without baptism, or if in each ex-
ample they were commanded, by divine authority, to also r~pent and 
be baptized. Be it remembered also that the sermons delivered by 
Peter upon these occasions were bound in heaven and to refuse_ to 
obey them is rebellion, not against me, not against man, but agam~t 
heaven itself. Your Bible, in I Samuel 15: 22 says, "Behold, to obey is 
better than sacrifice, and to heark en than the fat of rams fo_r rebel-
lion is as witchcraft and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. 
Because thou has rejected the word of the Lord, he hath also rejected 
thee from being king." What heaven binds, my friends, man must obey 
or be in rebellion to God; disobedience becomes as iniquity and 
idolatry in the sight of God. We must obey God rather than man. 
The Jews, Acts 2: 1-47 
In this lesson I shall establish the following incidents, facts, com-
mands, are results that are common to both groups. 
Incidents 
The incidents connected with these official recorded converstions 
are not essential to man's being saved, but were used by divine provi-
dence to confirm to the proper subjects that the things then taking 
place were ordained of God and by so doing giving un!o all _men the 
confidence needed to win man from Satan to God, from sm to righteous-
ness, from the world to the church of the Lord. 
Facts 
The facts of these two sermons were to be believed, thereby 
establishing hope in the hearts of both Jews and Gentiles, which ho~e 
was to spring from their trust in the promises of God that through this 
Carist whom they had crucified all men could be saved from sin. 
Commands 
The commands that are given in these two sermons are to be 
obeyed by both the Jews and the Gentiles if they are to be saved, 
for there is "No Differenc With God" and "God Is No Respecter of 
Persons," saving both alike. 
Results 
Last the results promised in these great sermons, delivered by 
Peter a; he uses the "keys of the kingdom of heaven"; "binding on 
earth that which was to be bound in heaven" including the remission of 
sins, salvation, and membership in the church the Lord built. 
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Now my good people, the plan of salvation, presented to these two 
groups by Peter, is the only plan ever given by the Lord by which man 
is saved by the grace of God, and by which man's heart is justified 
by faith, Acts 15 verses 8 through 11, as quoted already in my lesson. 
What they did is salvation by the grace of God. What they did is "puri-
fying our hearts by faith"; nothing else is or can be, else God be-
comes a r espec ter of persons, not saving all men alike under the 
testament of Christ, the New Testament as it is called in your Bible, 
Hebrews 9:15-17. 
Miracles of the Conversions 
(Incidentals) 
In each of these we have the various miracles, which miracles 
have no direct bearing upon man's salvation. In Acts chapter 2, the 
apostles were baptized with the Holy Spirit; it fell upon them-not 
upon sinners; hence, it was not to save them. When this was done 
they began to speak with tongues. This the multitude heard, every 
man in his own language. By such a demonstration of the Spirit work-
ing through these apostles, the Lord was able to convince at least 
three thousand that day that what these apostles were preaching 
was the truth of God; hence, its purpose was to convince the unbeliev-
ing Jews that Christ was truly their lon ge d for Messiah. This done, 
the r est was easy for they were "devout men from every nation 
under heaven." Devout men accept th e truth regardless of conse-
quen ces . Now in Acts 10 we have three great miracl es, all of which 
were incidental to the salvation of man. By this I mean man can be 
save d without thes e miracles being performed. In Acts 10 the angel 
appeared to Cornelius to advise him to send for Peter who would tell 
him words by which he an d his house should be saved; the miracle 
of the sheet being let down before Peter was to convince Peter that 
nothing was common or unclean that had been cle ansed by the Lord, 
which simply me ant to show him that no longer could he call the 
Gentiles common, unclean, and refuse them the gospel of Christ which 
was to every creature; the bapti sm of the Holy Spirit upon Cornelius 
and his house was not for the purpose of saving them, nor for the 
purpose of showing they were already saved at the time of the baptism 
of the Spirit, but it was to convince the Jews who had come with Peter 
from Jerusalem that the Gentiles also had a right to the blessings 
of the gospel of Chri st. Now, all these were incidents connected with 
the conversions of the Jews and the Gentiles, proving to both Jew 
and Gentile that Christ is the Son of God and that He is for the 
salvation of both. By these miracles God's truths were confirmed. 
This was the purpose of miracles; not that they were essential to the 
salvation of man. In Mark 16: 20 your Bible explains the why of miracles: 
it reads, "And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord 
working with them and confirming the word with signs following.'' 
Again in Hebrews 2: 33-4 the writer says, "How shall we escape, if we 





by the Lord, and was con fir me d unto us by th em th at h ear d h im ; 
God al so bearing th e witness , bot h with dive r s mi ra cles, and gift s 
of the Holy Spi ri t, according to hi s own will. " Miracles were for th e 
confirmation of the gospe l, never fo r salvation ; n or did the y nec es-
sari ly demonstrate the fact that those upon whom the mira cle was 
performed , or t hose receiving the baptism of th e Ho ly Spir it were 
already saved, as in the case here of Cor n elius . He and h is r eceived 
the baptism of th e Spirit befo re they ever hear d the words Peter 
was to speak to them by whi ch your Bible says they were to be saved. 
Acts 11: 15 reads, "And as I began to speak, the Ho ly Gh os t fe ll on 
th em, as on us at the beginning." Whe n did it fall upon them? In 
the middle of his sermon? At the close of his sermon, after the y had 
heard the "word wh ere by he and all his house should be saved," or at 
the beginning of his sermon before he had spoken those words? Your 
Bible says it was at the beginning of the sermon; before he and his 
hou se had heard the words by which they were to be saved . This true, 
then this miracle did not, it could not have been for the purpose of 
showing that th ey were already saved . For if this were true they would 
hav e been saved before they heard the words whereby they we r e to b e 
saved. Yes , this miracle was to convince the Jews who came wit h Peter 
that the Gentiles should hear the word of th e gospe l and believe . It, like 
all the other miracles connected with these conversions, was incide ntal 
so far as their salvation was concern ed . This not true, then it would 
demand such miracles in every conver sio n today, else our Bib le is not 
t rue when it declares "God is no respecter of persons." These miracles 
r ecorded in Acts chapter 2 and Acts chapter 10 were for the confir ma-
tion of the gospel tha t those, th en and now . who might hear shou ld 
have complete as surance t hat we may place our faith in God's reve-
lation as coming from heaven. That such miraculous demonstrations 
we re to end there can be no denial for Paul said in I Corinth ians 
13 : 8, "Wheth er there be prop hecies t hey shall fa il; whether t h ere be 
t ongues, they sha ll cease; whether there be know ledge (that is, the 
miraculo us know ledge being discussed here), it shall vanish away ." 
Now that our Bible, the revelation of God , has b een completed, being 
a "perfect law of liberty" (James 1: 25), that is a complet ed law, hav-
ing already been confirmed by these miracles , man no longer nee ds 
such confirmation of God 's word. H en ce, these da ys of Bib lica l mirac les 
have ceased; they ha ve ended . To deman d mir acle s no w woul d b e an 
act of inf ide lit y , deman ding of God proof th at this is truly His word. 
W e accep t it and believe it as it is. Do you? Why not? 
Facts to Be Believed 
No w in bein g sav ed th ere are certain facts to be believed. Th e 
beli ef of these facts does not constitute full and complete surrender 
to Christ . The belief of these facts dos not make one a child of God. 
It is here that many times we become confused as to when and ho w 
man is saved by faith. We believe man is saved by faith, but not by 
"faith only," for J ames in James 2: 24 specifically states that it is "not 
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~: ;~itt;: ~:ly;• It , is cer t ain that. witho ut fai th in these facts pr esented 
e ew" and the Gentiles sa lvati on b th bl 
cann ot be enjoyed; but the me r e b~li ef of t h Y e _ood of Chris t 
th e commands given , do es not . . e~e fact s, with out obey ing 
th a t is the result of our faith .' itth cannfot , brmg about the sa lvati on 
rn ese acts pr esented . 
'l'he first of these facts I shall r t . by :i='eter that that which the wer~ e~en to _YOU is th e ai:no uncem ent 
begm ning of the fulfillment o; tl t eln ~eemg and hearmg was t he A t 2 1 18 pn)p leCIS of the Old T est t I 
« s : 6 Peter declares, "But this is th . ame n . n 
th e prophet Joel," and in Acts 2. 25-33 h at which was spoken of by 
th en taking pla ce was th at of wi1ich D e ·!hows th~t that whic h was 
Psalms 16: 8-10, and II Samuel 7 · 12- av1 spo~e m P sa lms 11/J: 1-4; 
time r a ised to "sit on David's ti1 14 }h;t . Chn~t was then at that 
J ews it must likewise be preached r~ne. his ?emg pr eached to the 
fulfillment of the prophecies of th O~d the Genti les, that Christ is the 
this same preacher says to Coe 1· T sta ment. In Acts 10: 43, Peter, 
11 th ' rne ms the Gentile "T 11· · a e prophets witness that th : . , o 1m give 
in him shall r ece ive r en~issi on ofo~gh .. n~ n ame whosoever believeth 
Gentile was made the anno srns. o to _both the Jew and th e 
of t~e ~Id Testament pro~h~:~~~~n;is tl~a}. ~hnst was the fulfillment 
await His second com in for . . -~ng true we do not have to 
Te~tament t ha t Christ ,;ould s~~I~ n toD fu~f~ll the promi se_s of the Old 
This was , and is a fact they and avid s th~one. He is there now. 
se r mon s preached by Peter t b. t;'e 'must bell eve , else we de ny the 
0 0 11 t,ie Jew and the Gentile 
. Another fac t they must both b l' . . · f, ed . In Acts 2: 23 Peter sa id to th e iev: ls th~~ ~hnst died , was cruci-
in g delive r ed by the deter . t ose P- esent , Him, that is Christ, b e-
ye have taken a nd b . mkinda e counsel and foreknowledge of God 
Y wic e hands - that is th R ' 
m ent - h ave crucified and slain" N . ' e oman govern-
thi s sam'.3 fact t0 the Gentiles to ~ho;wh~n ~~cts" 10: 39 Peter P:eached 
of all thrngs wllicll he did both in the la sa1? , And we are _witnesses 
lem ; wh om they slew and han ged on an~r~!)he Jews an d m J erusa-
Christ's Resurrection 
That this Chr ist was "raised fr 'ha g •• 
th a t must be believed if on e is t o om c v de«d was aud is a fact 
of Christ hangs a ll the hopes andbed:;;::i~· f~r up~n _t hE; resurrection 
t he res urrection of Christ fro m the d d . of" Chnst1 _amt y. Belief in d ea 1s a mu st" 1f ma n · t b 
sav e ' for Pa ul says in Romans 10 . 9 " If t h h I is o . e 
m?ut h the Lor d Jesus, an d shalt b~li~ve in ;~ s ~ t confess wit h t hy 
rai sed him from t h e dea d, tho u shalt be sa ved ~.e th earth tha t God hat h 
to exp la in how and why he shall be s d. , en . e goe s furthe r 
lead him unt o sa lvati on , for sa ys you r ~ r:1e ' .~:~t b E;IIef of thes o will 
beli evet h unt o ri ghteousnes s " Not that he h .r with th e h eart man 
lie ves these fact s, but beii ef of the e a s it ~he moment he be-
ri ghteou sness ." The b elief of th : t fa cts will le a d him "unt o 
d . ese ac s bu t r efus al to ob e th com ma n s given by Peter cert a inly will not b · t Y e rmg o man the bl es s-
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ino-s romised in Acts, chapters 2 and 10. ~ow in Acts 2:24_ your 
·"' Psa s "Whom God hath raised up, havmg loosed the pams. ?~ 
Bible. :edause it was not possible . that he sho~ld be hol~en of it, 
de~t~; Acts 10. 40 Peter to the Gentiles said, "Him God raised up !he 
an · h d h · openly ,, Ylcls my friends the followmg third day and s owe im · . ' h' · t · th ful 
a e "facts 'to be believed" if man is saved: that C ns is e : 
fi;lment of the prophecies of the Old Testament; that d H~ _wa!d c~~~i_ 
fied and slain on the cross; that He arose from the . ea , a 
He ascended back to GIDd and is now sit!ing on David's throne and 
shall sit there until His foes become His footstoo~. B~t ~an may 
· d f this and be lost unless his faith m these believe every wor O d"d th e obey promises is strong enough to cause man to do as i es , 
God's commands. 
Commands 
'l'hey were all commanded to repent and to _be baptized. The 
as that they may receive remission of sms and be added 
f:rii:ech:rch by the Lord, Acts 2:38-47, Acts 10:48: Acts 11:17. Here 
we find that both the Jew and the Gentile had to belleve. these facts, to 
repent of their sins and every one of them was t?, be baptized. T~er~. was 
not an exception. God made no difference; he Saved Both Ahke. 
Be listening next time as I discuss with you the ~ommands they 
had to obey to be saved. Do not miss this lesson. Sa~vat10n depends on 
·ts truth May you today believe these facts as did they. May you 
~e ent of your sins as did they. May you be baptized as was :ach of 
thpm knowing that God being no respecter of persons, He wil~ save 
e ' He did these and will add you to His church as He did the 
i~:/~cts 2: 47, and the Gentiles, Ephesians 2: 1,6, is my prayer for you 
in the name of Christ our blessed Savior, Gods only begotten Son. 
Dear Sirs: 
Frederick, Okla 
Sept. 6, 1960 
I am enclosing my contribution for month of September. I _am 
thoroughly enjoying the program and I am constantly hearmg 
· things about it. I indeed think it is a wonderful way to go 
mce · · h 
into the homes of our friends and neighbors, who otherwise m1g t 
never hear the truth. 
Sincerely hope you can keep the good work up. 
Your Sister in Christ, 
Mrs. G. M. 
"ONLY ONE WAY" 
ABC and MBS Networks 
By E. R. HARPER 
Sermon No . 457 
October 30, 1960 
For our study today I should like to discuss with you this subject, 
"Only One Way." That there is but one way it seems to me is plainly 
taught in your Bible. In John 14: 6 Christ says, "I am the way, the truth, 
and the life." Here it is the "way" (singular); "One Way"; here Christ 
says it is "The Truth" (singular), not many ways of truth; and it is 
"The Life" ( one life). Now, none of us differ as to the meaning of the 
expression, "I am the life." We know Christ is the only life, just one. 
What it means with reference to, "I am the life," it has to mean the 
same thing with respect to "I am the way"; "I am the truth." It would 
have to mean "one way" and "one truth." Not dozens of ways, nor 
multitudes of truths. This being true, then I can't have one way and 
you another. We shall have to have the same way and the same truth, 
else Christ used the wrong number when He used it in the singular-
He should have used it in the plural showing there are many ways and 
many truths. There is but "one way;" there is but "one truth;" just as 
there is but "one life." They are all summed up in Christ, for He is the 
author of them all. What He teaches therefore and what His ambassadors 
teach and bind upon men is that way, the truth that leads one to that 
one life, which is in Christ. Again in Acts 9: 2 your Bible reads, "And 
desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found 
any of this way whether they were men or woman, he might bring them 
bound to Jerusalem." Here again it says "of this way"; not "of these 
ways." The apostles were all teaching, believing and practing the 
same thing. 
One All The Way 
Let us notice that Christianity is built all the way on the foundation 
of "oneness." In Hebrews 9: 15-17, it says Christ is the "mediator of a 
new testament" (singular), not new testaments (plural). Now, if there 
is just one it has to teach the same thing to all. In Ephesians 4: 4-6 is 
the Christian's platform. Your Bible says, "There is one body"; not a 
dozen; not five hundred. This same writer in this same letter, chapter 
1 and verses 22-23, says this body is the church. This being true, there 
is but one church. Then it continues to read, "One Spirit, even as ye 
are called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism." 
Not a half dozen Lords; not two; not three baptisms, but one baptism; 
not five hundred faiths, all differing, but one faith, and faith here stands 
for the gospel of Christ. Now he concludes this with these words, "One 
God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you 
all." My good people, may I ask you this question, When does "one" 
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mean "one"? If it means one when it speaks of "one Spirit"; if it 
means "one" when it speaks of "one Lord"; if it means "one" when 
it speaks of "one God and Father' ' ; if we can't change "one" here to 
mean a number of Spirits that go to make up one universal Spirit; 
if we can't use "one Lord" here to mean one Lord made up of hundreds 
of conflicting Lords; i'f we can't use "one God and Father" here to 
mean that God is made up of scores of lesser Gods all differing; then 
how do we take "one" in this some reading when it says "one faith 
one baptism, and one body," which is the church, and force "one' 1 
here to mean ·hundreds of different conflicting faiths, hundreds of dif-
ferent churches, and some four or five different baptisms, and claim 
that they all go to make one great big "universal church" which in-
cludes all these warring, conflicting doctrines faiths, and churches, 
and baptisms? "One" just means "one" with au' these items mentioned. 
"One body - the church," "one faith - the gospel," and "one baptism 
- a burial and a resurrection," Colossians 2: 12, all the same - all 
alike. 
One Plan To Both 
With this before us we can understand why Peter said in Acts 15: 9-11 
that God "put no difference between us (the Jews), and them (the 
Gentiles), purifying their hearts by faith. Now therefore why tempt ye 
God, to put a yoke upon the ne ck of the disciples, which neither our 
fathers nor we were able to bear? But we believe that through the 
grace of God we shall be saved, even as they." Here Peter announces 
the great truth of "One Plan To Both" the Jew and the Gentile, both 
saved alike; no difference with God. This being true, we shall expect 
to find the :Jews of Acts, chapter 2 and the Gentiles of Acts, chapter 10 
being given the same commands to obey and both being made members 
of the same body, the church. "One Plan To Both ." Now what they had 
to do we shall have to do today, whether Jew or Gentile, if we are to 
enjoy the blessings promised to both in the New Testament by Christ 
Jesus. This has to be true, else God is a respecter of persons. 
The Plan Offered To The Jews 
It now is incumbent upon me to find the plan submitted by Peter to 
the Jews. If I en do this then I shall know at once what God has re-
quired of me, Gentile, since He has saved us both alike. In Acts chapter 
2 is recorded the beginning of the ~ospel of Christ. The Holy Spirit has 
come from heaven to guide the Apostles into God's truth by which man 
is to be saved by the blood of Christ. In this sermon Peter declared to the 
Jews that Christ was the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies: 
that He was crucified by wicked hands, that He arose from the dead, 
ascended to His Father to be seated on the throne of His father, David. 
Having preached these great truths to them, he now declares, "Let all 
the house of Israel know assuredly that God hath made that same Jesus 
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ." Having become con-
ONLY ONE WAY Page 27 
vinced that Christ was all He ever claimed to be, they are now con-
victed of their sins and ask this question, "Men and brethren, what shall 
we do?" They are now begging for help, pleading for the answer; 
thousands ready to do anything necessary to be freed from this great 
sin. 
The Commands of Heaven-Peter's Answer 
The answer Peter gives to them is from heaven, directed by the 
Spirit. It can't be wrong. Another thing, Christ promised Peter that He 
would bind in heaven whatsoever Peter bound on earth . This answer is 
bound in heaven. T'o refuse it or to reject it is to rebel against heaven, 
against God. Now your Bible says in Acts 2: 38, and it is right, that 
Peter command them to "Repent, and be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost." This command a child can understand. We 
know what it means to repent. We know that the Bible says baptism is 
a "burial and a resurrection," Colossians 2: 12 and Romans 6: 4-5. Now the 
command here was to "every one of you." This included every one who 
asked the question. What those who asked the qustion had to do, all 
had to do, else God is a respecter of persons. This we surely can see. 
They did not quibble over the meaning of "for"; whether it meant "be-
cause of" or "in order to" for they, being Jews, knew the Greek word 
"eis" always meant "in order to;" that it never looked back to some 
act alr eady completed. What "for" means to baptism, it also means to 
repentance for they are both in the same command. If "for" means 
"because of" with reference to baptism, it would have to mean that 
with reference to repentance. I shall not discuss this further. It is your 
soul. If you will study it to know the truth and not to sustain some 
theory, you may know the truth of this. It doe not mean "because. of." 
"Eis" never means "because of." The English "for" may mean erther 
"in order to" or "because of" - the context determines it meaning; but 
when "for' means anything else other than the meaning of "in order 
to," "unto," "looking forward," it is from another word other than "eis" 
used in Acts 2: 38. 
Now your Bible says in Acts 2 : 41, "They that gladly received his word 
were baptized; and the same day there were added unto them about 
three thousand souls;" and verse 47 says, "And the Lord added - they 
did not join the church - the Lord added to the church daily such as 
should be saved." To what church did He add them? There was but 
one then; that was the Lord's church. 
If we today should obey these same commands, since God is no re-
specter of persons, why would we not all be members of the same 
church? My friends, we are preaching the truth to you as found in your 
Bible. This is what your Bible says and it makes sense. There was not 
a modern denomination on earth at that time, yet the Lord was adding 
to the church He built. We must conclude, therefore, that these de-
nominations are not the church of the Lord. This program is bringing 
this same sermon of Acts, chapter 2, to the world today. What is 
wrong with it? 
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Conclusion 
As I now conclude this sermon delivered to the Jews, we find they 
had to believe in this J esus, whom th ey had crucified, as their Lord; that 
they had to "repent and be baptized for the remission of their ~ins"; they 
they we r e "added to th e church by the Lord." Hence, they believed'. t~ey 
rep ente d and they were baptized "every one of them," for the rem1ss10n 
of sins, ju st as we on this program ar e teaching. They were, eve? one ~f 
them, not one ex ception, members of the church the Lord bmlt. This 
my friends, the Lord promised P eter He would bind in heaven. To re-
refuse to do what they did is to rebel against the Lord; it is not de-
ciding for Christ. Since Peter, in the great historic meeting recorded in 
Acts 15, de clar ed, "God put no diff erence betwe en the Jew and the 
Gentile"; since he declared that the Jew was saved even as the Gentile, 
we now turn to Acts, chapter 10, for the answer to the question, "Is There 
But One Plan For Both?" Did the Gentiles in Acts 10 believe? did they 
repent? were they "commanded to be ba·ptized"? did the Gentiles have 
to be "in the church" to be saved, as did the Jews in Acts chapter 2? 
I say they did. What do you say? Now what does the Bible teach? To 
the Bible we go for the answer. Please do not turn us off, but prayer-
fully listen with 'i your Bibles in your hands. 
The Gentiles - Acts, Chapter 10 
In Acts chapter 10 is the recorded conversion of Cornelius, the Gen-
tile, his f~mily, his near kin, and his friends. It is not only an obliga-
tion enjoined upon me, because of my statement to you that both the Jew 
and the Gentile are saved alike and that there is "Only One Plan" for 
both; but it is also a distinct pleasure for me to show you now that 
Cornelius, the Gentile, was given the same commands to obey as Peter 
gave to the Jews in Acts chapter 2. It has to be this way, else Peter mis-
represented the truth in Acts 15:7 when he said, "Ye know how that a 
good while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my 
mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe;" and then added, 
"God put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by 
faith;" and that "we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ we shall be saved, even as they." 
The Commands 
The first thing I shall point out to you is that they were also taught, 
as were the Jews in Acts 2, to believe in this crucified Christ. In Acts 
10: 43 Peter declares, "To him - that is Christ-gave all prophets witness, 
that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall have remission 
of sins." Here is an invitation that is universal. It says "whosoever 
will." Peter had commanded the Jews in Acts 2:36 after this fashion: 
"Let all the house of Israel know assuredly," which means to believe 
confidently, with full assurance . Now in Acts 11:18, in Peter's report 
to the church in Jerusalem concerning his going down to the house of 
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Cornelius, the Gentile, we have this reading: "When they heard these 
things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath God 
also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life." Thy were not saved 
by "faith only"; they had also to "repent" and repentance is a fruit 
of, grows out of, a trusting faith in the Lord. This shows that man is 
not saved the moment he believes. This faith has to act; it has to obey 
the Lord. It had to repent. But this faith did not stop at repentance. 
Says one, "Now Brother Harper, can you show where they had to be 
baptized?" Let your Bible answer this! In Acts 10: 48 the Bible says, 
"And he - that is Peter - commanded them to be baptized in the 
name of the Lord." He did what? He "commanded them to be baptized 
in the name of the Lord." Question: Suppose they had refused to obey 
this command? Suppose their faith had rebelled against this command 
from heaven? What would have been the record? Remember, Peter 
was chosen of God to tell them what they must do to be saved! How 
many were commanded to be baptized? All of them, just as in Acts 2: 38 
where it says, "every one of you." In Acts 2: 38 baptism was commanded, 
not requested if they wished to be baptized. It was a command from 
heaven that day. In Acts 10, baptism was not just a request of them to 
do something that would be beautiful to obey. It was a command of 
God. Commands have to be obeyed . Rejecting it constitutes rebellion. I 
press the question: Had those in Jerusalem, the Jews, refused to obey 
Peter's command - if those in Acts 10 had refused to obey Peter's 
command-which command came from heaven, would they have been 
saved? Remember, the Lord said to Peter, "I will give unto thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven. Whatsover thou shalt bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven." And God selected Peter to deliver these 
messages! Here in Acts 2 and Acts 10, Peter used the keys to open the 
kingdom to the 1Jews and to the Gentiles and what he bound upon them 
is now bound in heaven. When heaven binds man dare not loose; man 
must obey. Can't we see this has to be true"! 
Now, in Ephesians 2:16 we learn that both the Jews and the Gentiles 
had to be in the church to be reconciled unto God for it reads conc ern-
ing Christ's death that He died to "reconcile both unto God in one body 
by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby." From this we learn that 
both the Jews in Acts 2, and the Gentiles of Acts 10 were in the 
church, for it was in the church, which is this body, Ephesians 1: 22-25, 
that both were reconciled unto God. Again they were both reconciled 
alike. "Only One Way." 
Summation 
Summing up the two conversions of Acts 2 and Acts 10, we find 
that both Jews and Gentiles believed in Christ, both repented of their 
sins, both were baptized by a command of God, and both were in the 
church. After this those in Acts 2 were called "believers," verse 44, 
and those in Acts 10 were also saved believers after they had obeyed 
the gospel preached to them by Peter for God is no respecter of persons; 
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what He demands of the J ews He demands of the Gentiles. From this 
study I believe we are justified in saying there is "Only One Way" to be 
saved for both the Jew and the Gentile, as taught in the New Testament. 
Remember, this is bound in heaven and in Acts 11: 14 your Bible says 
Peter "shall tell thee words wh er eby thou and all thy house shall be 
saved." Had they rejected those words, part of which included the 
command to be baptized, would they have been saved? Were those 
words necessary for them to obey to be saved as your Bible stated? If 
so, then it is also necessary for us today. Will you not come believing 
in this Christ, repenting of your sins, and be baptized for the remission 
of your sins, as these did, and let the Lord add you to the church as He 
did these in Acts 2:47? Yes, when heaven binds man dare not loose. 
When heaven commands, man dare not rebel, but must submit to 
heaven's orders. You who are lost and want to be saved, find the church 
of Christ in your community today and obey your Lord is my prayer in 
the name of Christ . Remember this, that there is "Only One Way" for 
both the Jew and the Gentile to be saved - both are saved alike. Yes, 
both were commanded to "believe and be baptized" as the Lord com-
manded in Mark 16: 16. 
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OUT OF THE MAIL BAG 
Highland Church of Christ 
Abilene, Texas 
Dear Brethren: 
Enclosed is a mon ey ord er for the Herald of Truth. Also below is 
some information of the Far East Fellowship that you may announce 
during your services, publish in your church bulletins or any other 
means that would help us get the word out would be greatly appreciated . 
This year the G.I. brethren here and other locations in Japan are 
sponsoring the Sixth Annual Far E'ast Fellowship, a Religious Retreat. 
The Fellowship will be held at Yoyogi-Hachimar Church of Christ. The 
dates are 21-26 November 1960, Thanksgiving Week. Brother George 
S. Benson, President of Harding Christian College, Searcy, Arkansas, 
will be the guest speaker. The theme of the Fellowship this year will 
be "The Christian Home." This Fellowship is nothing more than a 
Revival like you hold back there at home. The only difference it 
costs quite a bit more money. Much good has been done in the last 
five years . We have had several baptisms and one of the converts after 
a year and half is still working here with us at Y'okota Ab . 
The purpose of the Fellowship is: 
1. To afford an opportunity for the congregations of the Church of 
Christ in the Far East to meet in Christian Fellowship: "to be put in 
rememberance of those things that are needful" and to en courage all 
to greater Christian zeal. 
2. To strengthen and support the spiritual ministry of the Missionaries. 
3. To arouse among the churches and colleges in the st ates the vital 
need for greater missonary effort in the foreign field . 
If you have sons and daughters in the Far East we encourage you 
to write them and exhort them to attend the Far East Fellowship. They 
will be allowed to attend if they will apply for Temporary Duty Under • 
Air Force Regulation 165-3 Paragraph 9a which covers Religious Re-
treats . 
Sad but true, not all Christians are faithful while aw ay from their 
home congregation; this is the reason we encourage you to write. For 
further information write : SSgt Robert E . Temple, 56th We a Recon Sq., 
Box 528, AP0328, San Francisco, California, or if your sons or daughters 
are in the Far East they can call me at 77577 which is my duty phone. 
78194 is my home phone. 
We would appreciate it if you could possibly print this information in 
your church bulletins or any gospel magazines that help spread the 
Word. We are praying for a very successful meeting this year and 
request your prayers for us also. 
Yours in Christ, 
Robert E . Temple 
in this town ... 
THERE J:S NO 
HOUSE OF GOD 
An estimated 50,000 to 100,000 cities, towns and 
hamlets in the United States do not have a New 
Testament church. Americans, as well as people of 
other lands, are in dire need of the Gospel message. 
The HERALD OF TRUTH goes into many of these 
areas by means of radio and television. With your 
help it will go into many more in 1961. Won't you 
purpose to help this great work ... today ... 
regularly? 
HIGHLAND CHURCH OF CHRIST 
P.O. BOX 1858 
ABILENE, TEXAS 
P. 0. Box 1858 Abilene, Texaa 
As my personal contribution to help spread the gospel 
of Christ by means of radio and television, I plaJI 
to give : 
$ ----weekly . S-----monthly. 
I enclose (circle or write in): 
$ ----- $100 $50 $25 $10 $5 $2 $1 
Nam•----------------~ 
Address------ City --- State --
HIGHLAND CHURCH OF CHRIST 
RADIO PROGRAM 
Fifth and Highland 
P. O. Box 1858 
ABILENE, TEXAS 
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